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This term, with a continued focus on health and 
well-being, our staff, students and school community 
have been demonstrating how to ‘walk the talk’, learning 
to role model our PRIDE values in small, practical but very 
powerful ways. From showing manners to listening with
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care, from carrying out random acts of kindness 
to picking up litter and taking responsibility for actions; 

I am incredibly proud of our place and our people, but 
especially so in consideration of the empathy and respect 
they showed during the tragic and painful loss of 15 March. 
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A month on and our love and prayers 
continue to go out to all the victims and 
their families, to the Muslim community, 
and the people of Christchurch. Students 
across the country are now enjoying 
a well-deserved opportunity to relax 
and refresh. Please be mindful of how 
important this time is for their health, 
well-being and continued ability to learn.

Despite the events during their first term, 
our Head Prefects have provided excellent 
leadership to students; I’d like to officially 
introduce these outstanding young adults; 
(below) William Paterson (DHB) and 
Francesca Bennett (DHG), Jane Wilcock 
(HG) and George D’Urban-Burgess (HB). 

Another very successful school Athletics 
Day was held at Shoesmith Domain, 
with 7 school records broken. The senior 
boys’ Javelin record was broken by 
Robbie McFarlane (below right) with a 

throw of 53.02m. He went on to break 
this personal best with a throw of 53.77m 
at the Auckland Athletics Champs, 
taking the Senior Boys title. At the North 
Island Secondary School Athletics 
Championships he threw a new personal 
best of 53.96m, which he also won. This 
is the first North Island Athletics title that 
Mahurangi College has won in the past 
decade. We look forward to seeing how 
Robbie goes at the end of the year at 
the NZ Secondary Schools Athletics 
Champs. Congratulations also to Brianna 
Cadwallader, who placed second in the 
300m hurdles at the North Island champs.

Eight of our Premier winter sport teams 
travelled to Mt Roskill for our annual pre 
season exchange. Final results saw Mt 
Roskill retain the trophy for another year 
winning 5 games to 3. Congratulations to 
our First XI Girls’ Hockey, First XV Boys’ 
Rugby and Senior A Netball teams on 

their wins. In consultation with Harbour 
Sport, we also held our first Winter 
Season Sports Launch. We are very 
excited to be working with our guests, 
ex-students Andrew and Libby from Full 
Spectrum Training, on our ‘take care of 
yourself, take care of your team’ student 
partnership sports program this year.

Our partnering agreement with Auckland 
Council, to restore the bush across the 
river behind our school, is now being 
finalised. It is our hope to have it signed 
within the first weeks of Term 2. Shortly 
thereafter, staff and students will be 
meeting with experts to be trained on 
how to work in an environment with 
Kauri Dieback, and how to best protect 
the other resources. With their guidance, 
our five designated teams will soon 
begin the restoration process. We look 
forward to this momentous step and 
are excited to begin the real work of 

returning the forest to its natural state. 
Mrs Wade’s Year 9 and 10 Sustainability 
classes have also had a busy term 
outdoors; shellfish monitoring alongside 
Whangateau Harbour Care, and working 
with Whitebait Connection learning how 
to carry out water testing on our river. 

On April 5, our Student Executive 
organised to support #gumbootupnz an 
initiative from Mike King’s I Am Hope 
Foundation, to raise awareness of mental 
health in NZ. Gumboots replaced shoes 
for the day, with gold coin donations given 
to help support this important cause.

Next term promises to be equally busy 
with a large number of ongoing outdoor 
education projects taking place, as well 
our 2019 school production, The Sound of 
Music. Enjoy the term break all. Stay safe.

David Macleod PRINCIPAL



EXPRESSING SOLIDARITY WITH RESPECT AND EMPATHY 

In addition to bake sales, our L3 Hospitality students donated all profits from their Espresso bar to help support our sister 
school Cashmere High School. The coin trail held on Friday raised $571. In total students were able to raise $1750.
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The return to normality after the events of March 15 was impossible for most of us. Although 
subdued, our students and staff showed their resilience, alongside great respect and empathy. 
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On Monday 18 March, many students 
spent their break times writing tributes 
to Christchurch in chalk on our asphalt 
courts. By the end of the day our courts 
were covered with expressions of love 
and solidarity. They used a drone to record 
and share their aroha for Christchurch. 
Footage can be viewed on Instagram. 
The following day, our senior prefects 
arranged an assembly to express their 
more formal tributes. They spoke about 
our place, New Zealand as a whole, 
and Mahurangi College, being a place 
of love, kindness and respect. Prefects 

took a single white rose to symbolise 
each of the 50 lives lost, and placed them 
under our flagpole, which flew at half-
mast. Our Year 12 Academic Academy 
made the most of a pre-scheduled 
trip to Auckland to place flowers and 
a message of sympathy at the Masjid 
E Umar mosque on Stoddard Road.
Some of our Year 8 students made flax 
flowers and also put them under our 
flagpole. Other Year 7 and 8 classes 
made paper doll chains to show diversity 
in NZ. They posted them to two students 
in Tauranga who were aiming to beat the 

record for the longest paper doll chain. 
Students then initiated fundraising to 
support our sister college, Cashmere High 
School, who lost two students and two 
parents. Through baking and coffee sales 
held throughout the week, and a coin trail, 
they raised $1750. We also supported 
Cashmere during the earthquakes. 
To see our PRIDE values being role 
modelled through such a challenging and 
heartbreaking time was incredible. Thank 
you for the effort you are making as a 
community to help nurture responsibly 
aware and empathetic young adults.


