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The school year is now finished, and we can reflect on 
another very successful year at our place. During our last 
week, we held our Year 10 Graduation ceremony; Year 9 students 
participated in an outdoor education camp in the Karangahake 
Gorge; and our juniors enjoyed two celebration assemblies. 
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Thank you to all our students for your efforts to role 
model our PRIDE values, but especially those who have 

stepped up to fill the large variety of leadership roles available 
at Mahurangi. I look forward to officially introducing our 2020 
student Heads and Deputy Heads in our next newsletter.
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Our 2019 Heads and Deputy Heads have 
done a tremendous job representing and 
leading our people with pride, role modeling 
our values with care and working hard for 
our place. We wish you much success for 
the years to follow. Our new Year 13 students 
will begin their school year with a camp and 
tramp on Great Barrier Island. There they will 
receive valuable leadership and mentoring 
experience in order for them to be able to 
support our junior students over the year.

During Term 4 we host several events to 
recognise student achievement and success. 
I encourage you to visit our school website to 
view some of the accomplishments our senior 
students have achieved this year in sport, 
the arts, culture and academics. During our 
Cultural Blues evening we were entertained 
by 13 different musical, dance, drama and 
cultural groups from within Mahu.  A total 
of 37 Blues were presented along with 14 
other special awards. Our Performing Artist 

of the Year was Drew Janssen and, after 
her outstanding performance as Maria in 
The Sound of Music and her contributions to 
choir and dance, Emily Martin was awarded 
Cultural Person of the Year. 

At our Sports Blues dinner 60 Blues were 
awarded for students gaining regional 
representation or better. Our Sportsman of 
the Year was Robbie McFarlane who broke 
Robin Brooke’s long standing school Javelin 
record, won the Auckland champs and the 
North Island Athletic champs for Javelin, and 
was a North Harbour Rep at Rugby. At the 
recent Secondary School National Athletics 
Champs in Wellington, Robbie also placed 2nd 
in the Javelin; Brianna Cadwallader placed 
2nd in the Senior Girl’s 300m Hurdles and 
5th in the 100m Hurdles. Our Sportswoman 
of the Year was shared between Emma North 
and Rowan Buick, both members of the NZ 
U19 Women’s UWH Team, which won the U19 
Women’s World Championships this year in 

Nottingham. The Team of the Year was our 
senior Mixed Touch Team who placed 4th 
at Nationals at the end of 2018 and won the 
Auckland Regional Champs this year. 

Our Senior Prize giving was held on 31st 
October. Dux for 2019 was awarded to 
Ysabella Stephenson and Proxime Accessit 
was awarded to Sam Chitty. A total of 17 
special academic awards were presented 
and over $330,000 worth of university 
scholarships awarded to our students.

Our Level 3 Design Technology students 
were among the 57 competitors from 
throughout NZ, qualifying to compete in the 
Evolocity finals held in Hamilton. Once again 
our students left with two National titles; 
taking out Best Economy Run and Fastest 
in Street Circuit - setting a new lap record. 
Many thanks to all those in our community 
who supported our teams and to Mr Lenihan 
for sharing his enthusiasm and passion.

An opportunity of a trip of a lifetime saw 
a small group of students spend 21 days 
exploring 8 cities within China, accompanied 
by teachers Helen Elder and Qing Zhang. 
The trip was full of many different cultural 
experiences that placed students outside 
their comfort zones navigating new food, 
language, heat and people. Highlights 
included watching the sunset over Shanghai 
from the Great Wall of China; an incredible 
Kung Fu performance at Shaolin Temple; and 
hiking and biking in Guilin and Yangshou.

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank our 
school families and community for your 
ongoing support of our place and our people. 
I’d also like to wish the very best to our 
seniors as they await their NCEA results; and 
to our school leavers and their families - we 
look forward to staying connected over the 
years ahead. Have a safe and relaxing break.

David Macleod PRINCIPAL
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Proudly Supporting Mahurangi College 

Chrysanthe Hawken
ACHIEVER OF THE MONTH

Academic Blue for Excellence Level 1

Member of Netball Senior 1

Member of Sports Academy

Member of Senior Mixed Touch 
Nationals Team

Sports Blue 2018 & 2019

Visit our website to view the 
outstanding accomplishments 
our seniors have achieved this 
year in the fields of sport, the 
arts, culture and academics.


