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Welcome back! As I write this, many families are still 
waiting desperately for rain. It has been so encouraging to 
see our community helping each other out, role modeling life 
values to our younger generation. Walking the talk is something 
we encourage our staff and students to do on a daily basis; 

MAHURANGI.SCHOOL.NZ

from expressing gratitude and stepping outside comfort 
zones to help others, to taking the time to get to know the 

challenges others face. We hope this pays back not only to 
our families, but also to our hardworking and generous wider 
community; and hopefully the change to Autumn will bring rain.
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A special welcome to all families new to 
Mahurangi College. We hope your children 
are settling in well at our place, are starting 
to make friends and feel that they belong. 
Our Year 7 camp is specifically designed to 
support the transition for our new juniors. 
This year’s camp to Mangawhai was a great 
success with many valuable outcomes and 
new connections made for students and staff. 
Many thanks to our parent helpers for your 
care in supporting our new students. 

A warm welcome also to our new staff and 
student leaders. I am looking forward to 
working alongside you throughout the year. 
Our seniors will have many opportunities 
to put into practice the leadership training 
they have received throughout their time 
at Mahu, and while camping and tramping 
Great Barrier in January. Our student Heads 
always start the year with big shoes to fill, 
but always end the year not only filling them, 
but also leaving behind their own unique and 

valuable legacy. Welcome to our 2020 Head 
Boy and Girl; Robbie Ennis and Leilani Jones, 
and to our Deputy Head Boy and Girl; Alex 
Bindon and Coco Bone. All the very best for 
your year of activity ahead.

We held our Academic Blues evening on 
Wednesday 12 February, recognising our 
97 students who gained NCEA endorsed 
with Excellence in 2019. Our guest speaker 
was 2017 Head Girl, Hannah Powell, who 
is now studying Education and Maori at 
Victoria University. Congratulations to our 
Scholarship winners; Robbie Ennis, Ysabella 
Stevenson, Leilani Jones, Sam Chitty and Ben 
Holland. Preliminary NCEA results have been 
very pleasing, with our students achieving 
well above the National decile average at 
all levels for both boys and girls. Confirmed 
NCEA results will come out in April or May.

Our Senior Mixed Touch Team placed second 
in NZ at the NZSS Touch Nationals held at 

the end of last term. They just missed out 
on taking out the final with a narrow 10-6 
loss to Howick, which was televised live 
on Sky TV. Congratulations to Chrysanthe 
Hawken, Eden Connolly, George Durban-
Burgess and Tamatea Winiana for being 
named in the NZSS Touch Nationals Mixed 
tournament team. Congratulations also to 
Robbie McFarlane who threw a personal 
best to place 2nd in the Senior Boys Javelin 
at the NZSS Senior Athletics competition 
held in December last year. Also to Brianna 
Cadwallader who placed 5th in the 100m 
Hurdles Final, and 2nd in 300m Hurdles 
Final. Last month, our Equestrian team also 
won the NSSSA Northland Showjumping 
Competition. Well done to all for representing 
our place with sportsmanship and pride.

In week 3, we held our first interhouse 
event for 2020, interhouse athletics. 
Congratulations to Blue house who took out 
the first house win of the year, followed by 

Yellow, then Orange. Our next house event 
and another highlight of the school year - 
interhouse swimming - will be held in two 
weeks time on Friday 13 March.

As part of their sustainability learning, Year 
9 students spent some time targeting the 
invasive weed Tradescantia, present between 
our school and the Mahurangi River. In just 
one hour the students were able to clear out 
70% of the weed in their targeted area. It will 
be a long process to completely eradicate it, 
but it was encouraging to see a significant 
impact made in such a short period time.

The year ahead promises to be busy and 
productive, with many inside and outside the 
classroom, and behind the scenes projects 
planned. We look forward to keeping you 
updated as the year progresses. Please feel 
free to call in or contact us at anytime.

David Macleod PRINCIPAL



LEARNING TO BE CONFIDENT TEAM PLAYERS AND LEADERS 

MAHUHUKITERANGI  CHALLENGING.  EXCELLING.  BELONGING.  OUR PLACE

Challenging students to take risks; be brave; determined and adventurous; and to link learning 
with the world around them are just some of the aims of our outdoor education programme. 
With such a beautiful and accessible backyard right on our doorstep where better to learn?
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Year 9 Camp: During the last week of Term 
4, 230 students, prefects, parent helpers and 
teachers headed down to the Karangahake 
Gorge to the beautiful Dickey Flats Adventure 
campsite. Students spent the week camping 
in tents and taking part in challenging and fun 
activities each day; including abseiling, bush 
craft, bivouacking, tramping and rafting. A big 
step up from Year 7 and 8 camps, the camp 
is designed to challenge our students to be 
adventurous in the outdoors and to learn 
what it means to be a member of a working 
team. A big well done to everyone involved. 
Year 13 Camp: After a delayed start, 111 

students, parents and teachers descended 
on Great Barrier Island for our annual Year 
13 leadership and outdoor adventure camp. 
The hot, dry January weather played a 
part in ensuring an enjoyable if exhausting 
expedition. Unheeded advice regarding good 
quality socks resulted in a few painful blisters, 
however, through endurance, these were 
carried as a medal of honour. The incredible 
360º views from the summit of Hirakimata 
provided much consolation. The camp ended 
with a BBQ and concert at Port Fitzroy, with 
Mr Winiana’s Bravo Company taking out first 
prize for ‘Great Barrier Island’s Got Talent’. 

Year 7 Camp: Our new juniors began their 
year spending 2-days at Marsden Point camp, 
Mangawhai. The purpose of the camp was 
to get to know each other while exploring a 
range of outdoor activities. Students kayaked 
and paddle boarded, shot air-riffles and bow 
and arrows at targets (and even each other 
using soft archery arrows). They soared on 
flying foxes, raced down water slides and 
challenged themselves with trust activities 
and obstacle courses. We can only run these 
camps with the help of volunteer parents, and 
we are very grateful for the dozens who joined 
our students and staff. Many thanks to you all!

A GUIDED TOUR OF OUR PLACE  MEET SENIOR MANAGEMENT AND TEACHERS
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