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Lockdown was a reminder to us all of how delicately 
our lives are balanced; how easily all the things we 
consider to be normal can so quickly be disrupted and a new 
normal established. It should also be a reminder to us of how 
important it is to care for our planet and to minimise any activities 
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that can throw it out of balance and further disrupt life 
as we know it. With this in mind, it is fantastic to see that our 

students have come back with a renewed energy and passion 
to protect and care for our environment. Through actions they 
are demonstrating that they are committed to doing their part. 
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Over 80 students volunteered to be involved 
in planting native trees at the Scandrett 
Regional Park, alongside Auckland Council 
and Scandrett’s Park volunteers. Larissa 
Cherrie, the community ranger for Scandrett’s 
and Mahurangi East, and Anna Pashley, our 
environmental rep, joined together and invited 
students to volunteer to take part in restoring 
the endangered native coastal forest at the 
park. Those involved enjoyed the experience, 
recognising that their efforts would have a 
lengthy and meaningful impact on the park 
for years to come.

Our trapping teams have been busy clearing 
rats, stoats and other pests out of the bush 
around the college. They are gradually 
extending their trapping runs and now have 
permission from the Council to start trapping 
the reserve across the river (see page 2). 

Lyn Wade, Mahurangi College Board of 
Trustee from 2001 to 2007, has been a 

trustee of Hauturu, Little Barrier Island 
and for the past 16 years. Last week she 
visited and donated a copy of a book she co-
authored to our school library. The Chairman 
of our Board during those same years, Colin 
Binsted, is now helping to oversee our forest 
restoration programme. This has included 
training and leading our trapping teams and 
taking our students to Scandretts Regional 
Park for tree planting.

It was pleasing to receive a copy of the 
shellfish monitoring report using data from 
our students’ twice a year cockle survey with 
Dr Karen Tricklebank, which was published 
in the New Zealand Journal of Marine and 
Freshwater Science. Our students have been 
involved in this project since 2010.

Students have enjoyed their return to sport. 
Congratulations to our 1st XV Boys Rugby 
team who took out the Murray Jones Shield 
with a 25-13 win against Orewa. It’s the first 

time we have taken the shield from Orewa in 
nine years. Congratulations also to our Senior 
A Netball team for their 28-15 win against 
Carmel College qualifying them for the top 
4 competition in North Harbour Secondary 
Schools. Our 1XV Girl’s Rugby team also 
started their season with a win. Our senior 
teams across Football, Basketball and Hockey 
also opened with games against Orewa. 

Congratulations to Year 13 student Kate 
Popham, also known as artist Seven Zen, 
who has taken first place in the 2020 Play 
It Strange WHO LOVES WHO competition for 
her rendition of Hawks and Doves. Seven Zen 
has been a finalist in various Play It Strange 
competitions over the last 5 years. As a 
finalist of their 2019 Peace Song competition, 
she was invited to perform her song They Are 
Us at the Auckland Museum, as part of the 
Christchurch Memorial Peace Concert. She 
will also be competing for the 5th and last 
time in this year’s Smoke Free Rock Quest. 

In celebration of all the Arts at Mahurangi 
College, senior students Willow Whitham 
and Perry Pitcher have continued with the 
running of Vault Magazine this year, with 
their first edition for 2020 just released. 
Included in this edition is the letter senior 
students Robbie Ennis and Jowan Nute wrote 
to ministers regarding a green COVID-19 
response. Vault Magazine is available in hard 
copy from the school office or can be read 
online via Issuu or our school website. 

Congratulations to all students involved in 
the 40-hour Famine, to date having raised 
$8900! We will soon be recognising our best 
earners including Sam Coombe (below) who 
earned an incredible $1000! 

Enjoy your well earned holidays. My sincere 
thanks for the empathy, kindness, resilience 
and determination you have shown despite 
these challenging times. Kia kaha.
David Macleod - PRINCIPAL



HELPING TO RESTORE OUR LOCAL ENVIRONMENT THROUGH TRAPPING
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Mahurangi College students, Auckland Council and Scandrett’s Park volunteers had a great day 
planting a hillside at Scandrett’s Regional Park in efforts to restore the endangered native coastal 
forest at the park. Over 80 students from Year 7 through to 13 managed to plant over 700 saplings.
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The Mahurangi College Trapping Team 
strives to eliminate pests on our school 
grounds by 2050. They have been inspired 
by fellow students of different ages and 
backgrounds coming together in this shared 
interest. They started trapping for the 
“getting your hands dirty” aspect, but have 
stayed committed to the cause for the benefit 
of our native animals. The Team is made 
up of many individuals, from beginners to 
more experienced trappers. Senior students, 
Fletcher Sceats and Gus Berger, have both 
grown up trapping on farms. Sharing their 
valuable knowledge and insight they have 

dutifully trained younger members who will 
lead the team when the seniors graduate. 
Without the enthusiasm and determination of 
the Mahu Trapping Team, our natural school 
grounds will be negatively impacted due to 
the existence of pests like weasels, rats and 
possums. They prey on native birds - such 
as kiwi, fantails, and kaka - and their eggs. 
It’s unfortunate that these pests need to be 
captured and eliminated, but it is necessary. 
These beloved NZ birds have evolved during 
the absence of predators and don’t have 
the strategies to cope with them. Because 
of this, they are becoming more and more 

endangered. The traps used ensure the 
pests do not suffer and die immediately, thus 
ridding our environment of them without 
inflicting harm. This group puts time and 
effort into restoring the safety of our native 
wildlife. With some help from adults, the 
students have fully embraced this program. 
Some are considering working on this project 
over the many years it will take, including the 
trapping that will occur across the river. By 
showing Pride and ownership of “Our Place” 
the Trapping Team is truly embracing “He 
waka eke noa,” or, “we’re all in this together.”
Shan Wade and Tegan Richards
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