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With four matinee and three sold out evening 
performances, I think everyone who attended our 
production of “The Sound of Music”, knew they were going 
to enjoy the experience. However, it’s fair to say expectations 
were far exceeded, with stellar performances by an 

MAHURANGI.SCHOOL.NZ

incredibly talented cast, supported by outstanding 
live orchestra, backdrops, costume and our sound 

and lighting team. My personal heartfelt thanks go to our 
incredible Mrs Wendy Sutherland, director of ten school 
productions, with “The Sound of Music” being her last.
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Thank you also to our hard working 
team of staff and parents who supported 
Wendy. A special mention to lead 
actress Emily Martin, who was simply 
magnificent in her standout role as Maria. 

Our Deputy Head Boy, William Paterson 
was recently selected to take part in the 
national Youth Parliament. Representing 
the Hon. Mark Mitchell, he flew to 
Wellington in July, along with another 
120 students representing their local 
MP’s. During the three day event William 
met Jacinda Ardern and Dame Patsy 
Reddy; had the privilege of presenting a 
speech in Parliament on live TV; served 
on the Transport and Infrastructure Select 
Committee; helped investigate how the 
Government could encourage adoption 
of Electric Vehicles in NZ and visited Tesla 
to discuss incentives. Well done William 
for representing our place with such pride 
and role modeling our values so strongly.

Our 55th annual Hauraki Sports Exchange 
was hosted this year by Hauraki Plains 
College. The traditional powhiri marked 
the beginning of the exchange, in what 
we consider to be the ‘9th’ challenge, 
our students reciprocated with a haka 
performance leaving us feeling extremely 
proud. Day one saw Hauraki win 3-1. 
Heading into day two, our football boys 
kicked off with a great start along with 
netball and 1st XV rugby, followed by 
girl’s basketball, resulting in a 3-1 win to 
us. The overall exchange ended in a draw, 
with last year’s winners Hauraki retaining 
the trophy. All involved thoroughly 
enjoyed the strong bonds and years 
of tradition between our two schools.

Our Level 1 Geography students travelled 
to Rotorua to study the sustainable use 
of our geothermal resources. Their visit 
included trips to the Skyline Skyrides, 
Kuirau Park and Te Puia, where they 

expereinced a full eruption of the Pohutu 
geyser as well as demonstrations of 
traditional carving, weaving and tattooing. 

Our Year 7 and 8’s have been inquiring 
into their heritage, taking them on a 
journey back to the 1800s. On Heritage 
Day, all classes participated in a 
range of activities including replacing 
technology with quill and ink and chalk 
and blackboards. As part of their learning 
on ‘Consumerism,’ our junior’s also 
held a bartering session, with students; 
attempting to achieve mutually agreeable 
exchanges while practicing the skill of 
using persuasive language. Proudly 
demonstrating their PRIDE values, 43 of 
our junior’s also recently participated in 
the Junior Tough Guy and Gal Challenge. 

Congratulations to our students who 
successfully met the challenge of a 10 
day adventure on The Spirit of Adventure, 

which has been providing students with 
a sailing experience of a lifetime for over 
40 years. Around 39 students join the 
trip each time and come from a range 
of different backgrounds and schools. 
Lifelong friendships were forged and 
students came back revitalised and 
more focused on achieving their goals. 

Our Momentum Dance Company 
recently competed at the North Shore  
DanceNZMade Interschool Competition 
placing first in the Year 8, 10, 11 and 
12 Solo categories. Congratulations 
also to Brandon, who has been invited 
to compete at Nationals in September.

On 4 September we will be hosting our 
Open Day for all new 2020 enrolments. 
All parents and caregivers are welcome. 
Please see our website for further details.
 .
David Macleod PRINCIPAL



THE HALL WAS ALIVE WITH “THE SOUND OF MUSIC” 
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The auditorium was alive with the sound of music; as 62 students and countless 
crew worked hard to arrange a rendition of the iconic show “The Sound Of Music.”
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The heartwarming story tells of Maria 
Rainer (played by Emily Martin), a 
tomboyish postulant from an Austrian 
Abbey who is sent to be a governess 
at a household with seven children run 
by a widowed naval captain (played by 
Tolstoy Hardie). With music and free-
spirited joy being introduced back into 
the house, Maria and The Captain find 
themselves falling for one another, and 
soon get married. Unfortunately the post-
war political regime of the time forces 
the family to escape Austria and seek 
a home elsewhere. The camaraderie 
that formed between cast members 
and crew was fantastic with people 

breaking into song backstage, inside 
jokes being formed and an all-round 
determination being shown. The many 
classic songs which were sung by both 
cast and audience alike such as “The 
Hills Are Alive”, “Do, Re Mi”, and “Sixteen 
Going On Seventeen” were thanks to 
the dedicated team of musicians led by 
the talented Mitchell Houlbrooke. The 
costumes, which lit up the stage, were 
designed and created by director; Mrs 
Wendy Sutherland (with over 730 hours 
worth of sewing) as well as Vicky and 
Maureen Davies. Many ex-students such 
as Alex Hill and Sam Wakelin volunteered 
in the backstage and tech teams which 

gave the show it’s final polished look. 
The endless support from staff, parents 
and volunteers from the community 
was invaluable; with countless people 
giving their time and talents in many 
forms. Being her last school production 
as director, Wendy Sutherland worked 
harder than ever to bring this amazing 
show to life, and all the cast and crew 
are forever grateful. From start to finish, 
the show was energetic, uplifting and 
moving. With a standing ovation and the 
public asking for more performances, 
the response couldn’t have been better. 
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