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YEAR 10 DIPLOMA
As a Mahurangi Student in Year 10 your learning programme contin-
ues to provide varied learning experiences that best cater for your 
age group.

The following seven aspects underpin our Year 7 to 10 learning pro-
gramme. 

Diversity We offer a wide range of subjects 
and learning opportunities for our 
students.

Self-exploration and self-definition Students are encouraged to be 
mindful of the lifelong learning habits 
and to reflect on how they can best 
be developed to promote confident, 
connected and actively involved 
lifelong learners

Meaningful participation in their 
schools and communities

Opportunities are provided for all 
students to have meaningful partici-
pation in the wider-life of the school.
Students are encouraged to be in-
volved in extra-curricula activities.

Positive social interaction with their 
peers and adults

Students are provided with opportu-
nities to build learning relationships 
with staff that enhance their time at 
school.
Students connect with their peers in 
a variety of ways at school.

Physical activity All students in Year 7 to 10 partake 
in the Physical Education pro-
gramme. The school also offers op-
portunities to be involved in a wide 
range of sports.

Competence and achievement The curriculum programmes support 
and empowers all students to learn 
and achieve personal excellence.

Structure and clear limits Students are given clear guidelines 
that support them in making in-
formed and responsible decisions.
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YEAR 10 DIPLOMA DESIGN
In Year 10 we also recognise that the students are fast approaching 
New Zealand’s formal National Certificate of Educational Achieve-
ment (NCEA) in Year 11. Therefore we have designed a programme 
that helps prepare students for the rigours of assessment and learn-
ing that they will be facing in Years 11, 12 and 13.

This programme is called the Year 10 Diploma. It is a straightforward 
way of tracking students learning, results and overall achievement in 
Year 10 for the students themselves, the teachers and the parents. 
 
The students continue to attend core subject classes, English, 
Mathematics, Science, Social Sciences and Physical Education and 
Health. They have some choice around technology and arts classes. 

Alongside the academics of each subject, teachers incorporate op-
portunities for the students to extend their Lifelong Learning Habits. 
These are key competencies from the New Zealand Curriculum.

 ¾ Thinking
 ¾ Relating to Others
 ¾ Using language, Texts and Symbols
 ¾ Managing Self
 ¾ Participating and Contributing
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The diploma helps students to:

 ¾ Goal set
 ¾ Create the self-discipline to achieve their goals
 ¾ Allow parents to monitor their progress throughout the year
 ¾ Creates study habits
 ¾ Increases parent involvement
 ¾ Develops the skills and attitude to achieve their best in NCEA

WHY DO WE HAVE A DIPLOMA?

If by the end of Year 10, you achieve 50% of the total credits, you 
will gain your diploma.  To do this, it is key that students practice 
their life-long learning habits.

 ¾ Each subject carries a number of credits eg. English = 40 credits
 ¾ These credits are allocatd to different assessments that students 

will complete eg. Essay = 5 credits, Wide Reading = 5 credits
 ¾ These credits are then used to calculate a grade point average 

based on how well the students achieve in each assessment.

WHAT IS NEEDED TO GRADUATE?
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A Grade Point Average helps students, teachers and parents know 
how a child is doing overall. Students and teachers will be keeping 
track of how many credits they are achieving in their own subject 
however the grade point average helps the student and parent see 
the bigger picture.

The grade point average also determines at what level a student will 
achieve their diploma.

If your grade point average is:
 
60-74.9% you will graduate with Merit
75-89.9% you will graduate with Excellence
90% and above you will graduate with Distinction

WHY DO WE HAVE A GPA?

Students results are available on school website: www.ma-
hurangi.school.nz, through their student login and password. 
Two email reminders will be sent to parents at different points 
throughout the year to prompt you to check updated results.

WHAT DO THE RESULTS LOOK LIKE?
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HOW IS THE GPA CALCULATED?

REACHING THE STANDARDS

We use the following formula to calculate a GPA.

Not achieved = 0,    Achieved = 2,  Merit = 3,  Excellence = 4

So if you were awarded 40 credits at a merit level the formula is 40 x 
3 = 120 this is then divided by the total number of credits you could 
have achieved, which would be 160 (40 x 4=160). 120 divided by 
160 = a GPA of 75%

At Mahurangi College we have high standards for all of our students. 
We expect students to take pride in their work and learning and try 
their best at all times. When students do this they will achieve.

At times we understand some students may need extra assistance 
and this can be provided in these cases.

At times we may need to arrange meetings with parents to discuss 
extra catch up work on assessments or recommend Te Ara Pou-
tama (our homework club). We have a 10 Academic and Pastoral 
Deans that track the student’s results and work alongside them and 
their parents to make sure they are reaching their potential.
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COMMUNICATION 

Students and teachers will be talking about the learning in all class-
es. Teachers will provide clear feedback and next steps to students 
so they are aware about how they can improve their assessments 
and what they need to be working on for next time. 
It is important the students carefully read feedback and ask for fur-
ther help if needed.

Throughout the year parents will have an opportunity to talk to the 
teachers and 2 different parent interview evenings and there will be 
2 formal reports sent home.

As well as this parents and students can keep a track of progress 
by logging into the parent portal and checking on results. At three 
times throughout the year Year 10 parents will be emailed telling 
them to log in (and how to log in) so they can have a look at updated 
results.

COMMUNICATION FROM TEACHER TO STUDENTS AND 
TEACHERS TO PARENTS
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KEY STUDENT MESSAGES

 ¾ Make success important
 ¾ Be prepared to work
 ¾ Do, at least, one hour of homework EVERY night - even if this is 

simply reading over your notes.
 ¾ Study for your tests and use the study skills that will be taught 

to you
 ¾ Spend enough time on assignments so that you are proud of 

what you submit
 ¾ Always be prepared with the correct equipment
 ¾ If something is hard....work harder
 ¾ Treat all members of the College community as you wish them 

to treat you
 ¾ Support your friends in making good choices

KEY PARENT SUPPORT IDEAS

 ¾ Encouraging the importance of all subjects
 ¾ Taking an interest in your child’s learning
 ¾ Make achieving important
 ¾ Check results regularly and discuss these openly
 ¾ Encourage excellence
 ¾ Provide space and support for homework and revision
 ¾ Help to provide a balance in all the student does (jobs/sports/

social life/homework)

As parents you can support your child by:
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LIFE LONG LEARNING HABITS

CONTACTS FOR CLARIFICATION

 ¾ Making an effort and learning from your mistakes
 ¾ Managing self
 ¾ Participating and contributing
 ¾ Relating to others
 ¾ Thinking and using language
 ¾ Symbols and text

Over the last three years, students have been learning about habits 
and competencies that help to improve their academic results. These 
include:

The life long learning habits are still embedded into the Year 10 
programme.

Contacts for further clarification or concerns:

Year 10 Deans
deans10@mahurangi.school.nz

Course outlines can be found on Google Classroom.


