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Manaakitanga; the process of showing repect to 
self, others and place. The result? You and those you 
interact with feel welcome and at home. As one of our core 
values at Mahurangi College, we are working hard to develop 
a culture where every student feels that this is their place. 
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This term we are particularly focusing on showing 
manaakitanga by taking the time with the intent to better 

understand cultural backgrounds that are different to our 
own. Albert Einstein said it well when he said; “Peace cannot 
be kept by force, it can only be achieved by understanding.” 
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During assemblies we have been focusing on 
better understanding the rich variety of Pacific 
cultures at Mahu, which include Kiribati, 
Tuvaluan, Tongan, Samoan, Fijian and Cook 
Island. We also participated in Peace Week, 
a national event designed to help students 
understand and manage conflict. One of 
the strands to be used as a basis for peace 
activities is “listen to understand.” Student 
mediators organised various activities 
celebrating the theme of Diversity. Our Kapa 
Haka and Pacifica groups and our dance club 
showcased their culture. As part of Peace 
Week, noodles, dumplings, Yakitori, Tamago-
Yaki, Okonomi-Yaki, chocolate Vetkoek and 
Philippines Tapioca dessert were just a few 
of the foods available during our International 
Food Festival. The overwhelming response 
was that the range, taste, flavour and aroma 
were simply amazing. Special thanks must 
go to our students in our International 
Department and in particular, Reiko Pham 
and Jimmy Yang for all their hard work.

Congratulations to our twelve senior 
and twelve middle school students who 
attended the heats of the EPro8 Science 
and Engineering competition at Northcote 
College. We continued our history of 
performing well in this competition, with our 
senior team qualifying for the finals after a 
three-way tie for first place. Our two middle 
school teams qualified for their semifinals 
after placing second and third. 

Our senior leadership students invited our 
local, and not so local, politicians to present 
their positions on a range of issues. The 
speakers included Marja Lubek (Labour, 
pictured below), Chloe Swarbrick (Greens) 
David Seymour (Act), Chris Penk (National) 
and Callan Neylon (Social Credit). Our 
attending student body includes seniors 
who will be voting for the first time. Year 13 
student Peter McHale shared “While voting 
may seem to have little impact on your own 
life, collectively it can make a huge difference. 

For example, for us Year 13’s, fees free or 
not?” An interesting fact students learnt from 
the visit; our electorate is no longer Rodney, it 
is Kaipara ki Mahurangi. The debate was lively 
and the two referendum issues dominated. It 
is fantastic to see our politicians engaging 
with schools and we hope to see the parties 
back in another three years.

The Lower North Boys’ First XI Hockey 
Tournament was held on 4 August. Our boys 
went through undefeated winning the trophy 
back from Bream Bay College. 2020 will 
mark the first time in a 50 year history that 
Girls Rugby has been included in the Hauraki 
Exchange. Captain, Tenaija Fletcher has been 
selected for the North Harbour FPC women’s 
team; her second season with the squad and 
one of its youngest members. She will play 
in the national competition kicking off in a 
few weeks time. Our U17 boys Basketball 
team have gone up a grade into league one at 
North Harbour. Congratulations to all.

Artist Seven Zen took out first place in the 
Northland Solo/Duo Smokefree Rockquest 
Regionals. We are keenly awaiting the 
announcement of the Top 30 finalists, then 
the Top 10 who will perform at the National 
Final in September. 

Our Dance Showcase is back for 2020 with 
125 of our Year 7-13 students showcasing 
their work. The show will run August 27 
and 28 at 7pm in the auditorium. Tickets are 
available now through student services. 

As I write, tomorrow is our Open Day and 
we will be introducing new students to our 
place. We are greatly looking forward to the 
diversity they will each bring to Mahurangi 
College next year; and the manaakitanga 
we will each have the opportunity to extend 
to them in the years to follow - in what will 
hopefully also become their place. Welcome!

David Macleod - PRINCIPAL



TINKERCART DESIGNED TO SUPPORT OUR JUNIOR’S STEAM LEARNING
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Our annual School Cross Country was held at the Showgrounds on 28 July. Congratulations 
to all our age group winners: Year 7 Chilli Jamieson (girls), Ryan Hewertson (boys); Year 8 
Georgia Lorenzen (girls), Max Matthews (boys); Junior Miriama Iversen (girls), Hamish Strong 
(boys); Intermediate Grace Richards (girls), Nathan Strong (boys); Senior Zali Taylor (girls), 
Josh Lambert (boys). Chilli Jamieson also placed second at the North Harbour Zone Day.
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Two weeks ago, our Year 7 and 8 STEAM 
Department received a Tinkercart that 
was designed and built by the Menzshed 
in Warkworth. The cart is loaded with 
Electronics and Makerspace equipment 
that our STEAM students are using in the 
production of their projects. The versatility 
of the cart allows for it to be stocked with 
multiple items and tools that the students 
can access during their class time. Since it 
arrived last week it has been the focal point of 

the class with students accessing equipment 
and using the attached table that is set up 
with power points, to construct and glue 
their creations. This cart is certainly hugely 
beneficial and adds greatly to the creative 
aspect of our STEAM rooms. The mobility of 
the cart certainly makes it an asset that can 
be used in multiple rooms for a wide variety 
of purposes. The amount of space available 
within the cart allows for a wide range of 
equipment to be stored effectively and moved 

easily to where it is required at any particular 
time. The Menzshed has been instrumental in 
making this cart fit the needs of the STEAM 
room and we cannot thank them enough for 
the time, effort and work they have put into 
making this happen. A special thank you must 
go to Mike Izzard for his great communication 
and the energy he has put into ensuring this 
project happened. Our STEAM Team and our 
Year 7 and 8 students are very lucky indeed.
- Geraldine Healy


