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I’d like to begin by saying a heartfelt thank you to our 
community, staff, parents and students. Your willingness 
to support each other during these challenging times has 
been a true testament to your walking the talk with kindness 
and empathy, with determination and incredible resilience. 
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It was really encouraging to see neighbours become 
more aware of each other; younger ones helping the elderly 

and families greeting strangers warmly while out walking. I was 
also proud of our senior students who volunteered to provide 
online mentoring sessions for some of our younger students.
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However, for many this journey has been 
more difficult. Our thoughts are with all 
families who have lost loved ones and who 
have been more heavily affected both locally 
and around the world. Kia kaha.

After the abrupt end to Term 1, early school 
holidays, and five weeks of online learning, 
it is wonderful to be back teaching and 
learning onsite again. Most of our students 
engaged really well with online learning, and 
our teachers embraced and enjoyed this new 
challenge - but I think almost all of us are 
very pleased to be back on site and able to 
have face-to-face conversations again.

Our prime concern, coming back onto the 
school site, has been the health and safety of 
our students, both in terms of their physical 
health and their emotional wellbeing. We 
warmly welcomed our students back with a 
special whānau class on the Monday morning. 
We have also put in place small reconnection 

groups throughout the school that will run 
over the next 4 weeks. These will help our 
students settle back in and ensure that they 
are still on track with their learning. 

Regular hand-washing, correct coughing 
etiquette and stepped up washing of all hard-
surfaces are in place, but the social distancing 
and group size requirements for schools are 
different than for the community. Our main 
guidelines are that, where possible, students 
should avoid touching each other and should 
stay out of each other’s “moist breath zones”. 
There are no social distances that must be 
maintained and no maximum group sizes.  

All school buses are running and the Ministry 
was adamant that no additional buses are 
provided. We have decided not to proceed 
with the usual school assemblies, at this 
stage, and are taking a gradual approach to 
the resumption of school sports. During the 
first week back we were not allowing sports 

practices, however non-contact practices 
resumed from the week following. This is 
being reviewed on a weekly basis inline with 
advice from Regional Sporting Associations. 
Our senior Art and Technology classes 
have had a day per subject timetabled in 
which they can catch up on practical work 
that they were unable to do offsite. Drama, 
Dance and PE are all timetabled subjects and 
have resumed. The school canteen is open 
with some additional protection measures 
in place, and drinking fountains are only 
for refilling water bottles. The school pool 
has been open since the first day of return. 
However, community use of the pool is 
governed by our local swim club. They have 
additional conditions to meet before the pool 
can be re-opened for community use, 

If you follow us on Facebook or visit our 
website regularly you would have no doubt 
enjoyed seeing some of the work produced 
by our students during lockdown, particularly 

the class challenges in the junior school. The 
innovation and creativity was incredible. It 
was really nice to see families getting involved 
in the challenges too. Our Momentum Dance 
Company worked together online to create a 
dance specifically based on the idea of having 
very limited space while in isolation (above). 
Our Sports Department also ran sports 
challenges inline with Auckland College 
Sport. Congratulations to the winners of the 
connected Mahu photo competition (see two 
of our prize winners below). 

Hopefully, as we start to return to our new 
normal, we will all continue to be a bit more 
reflective about our lives rather than caught 
up in the business of life; to be more mindful 
and a bit kinder towards others; and to be 
a bit more appreciative of our families, our 
neighbours and our friends - and of the 
wonderful community we are a part of. 
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REAL WORLD LEARNING AND INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL IN LOCKDOWN
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Unexpected distance learning definitely provided unique challenges, but it also provided unique 
opportunities to connect with learning in new ways and in new and varied environments. Some 
of our Juniors took their learning international, visiting students and teachers in Singapore.
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During lockdown, 7HOB went on a virtual 
trip to Singapore, to meet with some past 
and present teachers and their children 
from our sister school Dunearn Secondary. 
Students took a Google Street View tour 
of the school before their virtual trip.
They were welcomed into homes to look out 
windows into deserted streets. Our students 
then showed them around their homes and 
shared views from different parts of our 
community. Science: Students in 8HOA had 
the opportunity to design their own Science 
Challenge to help them connect science with 
the world around them. They could present 

their challenge and findings in anyway they 
wanted; video recordings, blog articles, 
voice recordings and drawings. A record 
of learning and discovery process needed 
to be included; the degree of difficulty was 
determined by each pupil. STEAM: Our junior 
STEAM program was able to continue during 
distance learning. Using materials they could 
find around the house, students were given 
a range of challenges including making wind 
powered “objects”, constructing a 4-event 
chain reaction, parachute launchers, through 
to creating Dances and playing music on 
anything they could find around home. 

Photography: A number of juniors were able 
to complete a series of online photography 
lessons. They learned basic skills before 
exploring photographic genres. They then 
created a documentary portfolio of their life 
in lockdown. Challenges: Junior students 
were asked to recreate a famous piece of 
Art (below left) with items they could find at 
home for a ‘Life Imitating Art’ class challenge. 
With a strong wellbeing focus, many laughs 
were had during a student and staff Lip 
Sync Battle. Please see our Facebook page 
or school website to view the large variety 
of innovative and creative student work.


